THE TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDONALD
whom, for several years, he has been not only unfriendly, but
hostile. Few, indeed, in this Hall are aware of this awkward
relationship.
MacDonald is familiar with (ilusgwv, the hot-bed of revolt,
the centre of the Red (Hyde, He appreciates exactly the kind
of stimulating address that would please his audience* He
knows the speech that is expected. They want a speech that
will not only defy the obnoxious Defence of the Realm Act,
but will challenge the law of sedition. In a speech in war-time
he cannot avoid making some reference to the War, His
audience is overwhelmingly pacifist. He knows their opinions
on the War and lie knows, too, what position they think he
occupies. There was never any doubt as to where Keir Hardie
stood on the War, nor, for that matter, was there any doubt as
to where 'Philip Hnowden ami other leaders of the Independent
Labour Party stood. These men might be condemned for their
unpopular opinions, but there was much ail miration for
their sincerity, their courage, and their candour,
MacDonald had never shared the I.I*,P. position on the
War* While it demanded the stopping of the. War by negotiated
peace, he had declared that, now that we were in the War,
we mxist see it through, I lanlie had complained that he never
knew exactly where MucDonald stood on this great question.
Evidence there was in plenty of his hesitancy, his vacillation*
Speeches of MacDonald could be quoted that showed him with
his foot in both camps, pacifist and militarist--speeches that
were as opportunist as the Vicar of Bray> as ambiguous as the
Oracle of Delphi, Of thiss the cheering crowd that faces him
this night knows nothing, These men of the Rebel City are
cheering the man whom the Press calk a traitor -cheering
him, indeed, because he is called a traitor,
More cheers; the hero of the hour gives a deprecatory wave
of the hand,, and they at last consent to be silent. As he stands
there alone amidst thousands, one sees that the gods have been
lavish in their gifts. His handsome appearance* his impressive
manner, his forceful personality combined with the alluring
resonance of a golden voice, move the audience to unquestion*
ing, uncritical approval. Not without reason did the Greeks
call oratory the greatest of the Arts. MacDonald knew the
rules ; he had studied them diligently* How shall he begin ?
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